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All this band of Christians fell, mostly alive, into
the hands of the enemy; and with them, our two
Fathers, the Pastors of that Church. They were [39]
not killed on the spot; God was reserving them
for much nobler crowns, of which we will speak
hereafter.

The Iroquois having dealt 'their blow, and wholly
reduced to fire the village of Saint Louys, retraced
their steps into that of Saint Ignace, where they had
left a good garrison, that it might be for them a sure
retreat in case of misfortune, and that the victuals
which they had found there might serve them as
refreshments and provisions for their return.

On the evening of the same day, they sent scouts
to reconnoiter the condition of our house at Sainte
Marie; their report having been made in the Council
of war, the decision was adopted to come and attack
us the next morning.,—promising themselves a vic-
tory which would be more glorious to them than all
the successes of their arms in the past. We were
in a good state of defense, and saw not one of our
Frenchmen who was not resolved to sell his life very
dear, and to die in a cause which — being for the
interests of the Faith, and the maintenance of Chris-
tianity in these countries — was more the cause of
God than ours; moreover, our greatest confidence
was in him.

[40] Meanwhile, a part of the Hurons, who are
called Atinniaoenten (that is to say, the nation of
those who wear a Bear on their coat of arms), having
armed in haste, were at hand the next morning, the
seventeenth of March, about three hundred war-
riors,— who, while awaiting a more powerful help,


